Reverend’s Reverie
November is upon us and soon we will all be gathering around tables following whatever family traditions have been forged in our lives as we stuff our faces
with all of our favorite Thanksgiving holiday goodies. However, as you feast, be
mindful of and pray for those for whom this holiday will be spent without food, family, or friends. As you pray, do not forget that more times than not prayers such as
these are answered by the Holy Spirit encouraging the Body of Christ (that means all
of us) to be the answer. To be a follower of Christ is not to look at those in need and
be thankful that you are not in their shoes, but instead to look at those in need and
be thankful that you can be the answer to their prayers.
Thankfulness has been on my mind a lot of late. In a society run amok with
stress, anxiety, depression, etc. all which fuel illness and disease (“dis” + “ease”) it
can sometimes be difficult to be thankful. I recently read in a study which stated
that being thankful has the opposite effect on the body as that of stress. I found that
completely fascinating and it caused me to rethink what it means to be thankful. I
began to think about thankfulness in relation to faith.
Faith is not a noun. The word for faith in the Greek (πιστις/pistis) also means
“being loyal.” That makes faith a verb. That makes faith a path we follow as we loyally follow Christ toward God. I simply do not have room to go into this more deeply
within the confines of this reflection, but it is in this that we find the connection between faith and thankfulness.
Being “thankful” is very much like faith in that being thankful is not a noun,
but instead a verb. Being thankful is an action as opposed to a feeling. People often
say, “I feel thankful…,” but that is really an expression of gratitude; an acknowledgment of the inherent value and goodness of something, and that is an action. That
means just as we can choose to be faithful or loyal, we can also choose to be thankful in all things. I have begun to think that it is this choice of being thankful, which is
also an act of being faithful to the One through whom all things were created, that is
the antidote to the poison of stress. Thankfulness can bring us back from a state of
“dis-ease” to a state of “ease” in our world even in the presence of illness. In this we
can recognize that no matter what this world throws at us, we can be at “ease” in
the assurance of God’s grace and God’s own faithfulness toward us in Christ.
Peace & blessings to you as you follow “the Way” that is Jesus Christ where every
step is an act of thankfulness and faithfulness/loyalty,

Council met on October 15 with another full agenda. We are seeking proposals for snow removal for this winter. If you know of anyone with both
plowing and sanding capabilities, please let myself (Curt) or Ken Maki know.
As recommended by our insurance company and the Michigan State Police,
beginning in November the door to the church will be locked after service begins. The door closest to McDonalds (SW Main Door) will be opened and
alarmed to announce a late arrival. An usher will meet you as you enter. We
are blessed to have been given an AED (automatic external defibrillator) machine through a grant and a Thrivent action team for use in our building. Several groups are reviewing our mission in our community. In the near future
there will be recommendations as to our outreach and offering of grace to
those around us. As people of faith, our mission is to go out and serve. Please
pray for guidance and offer up any comments on how we can fill a community
need.
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Stewardship
Another month of extraordinary bills be felled our church this month. A little of it was catch up
on annualized utility bills and a little was reallocations due to some the maintenance items we
have had to address. Your support, as always, will see us through this special time. Expenses
exceeded income by $1,067. Most of that was due to utilities catch up at the parsonage and
sanctuary. Reallocation of $20,000 from the general fund to facilities improvement for the roof
repair makes our income and expense appear out of the ordinary. We expect another blessing
from our pasty fellowship this month. To all those who make, buy and sell... THANK YOU! May
you be blessed as you have blessed us.
It’s again time for a call out to our friends at Thrivent. Several action teams have funded important contributions to our ministry here at First. If you are a member, please consider allocating Thrivent Choice money to First Lutheran and / or support us through an Action
Team. We are blessed to have this stewardship available to us.

November Celebrations
Birthdays
November 1

Steven Pietila

November 11

Carl Kallio

November 4

Josephine Holm

November 15

Pam Gasperini

November 6

Summer Parent

November 25

Kadence Detterbeck

November 6

Brooke Stine

November 28

Alice Skrivanie

November 8

Donald Wolf

November 29

Jana Aho

November 9

Curtis Poulos

November 29

Deborah Quarford

November 29

Debra Bloom

Anniversaries
November 5 Kyle & Jenny Detterbeck

Congratulations to Kayla (Dennis)
and Jason Benam on their wedding
October 5, 2019

Ensemble will be starting to rehearse music for Advent
and Christmas. If you would like to join us for this season,
we would be delighted to have you! Rehearsals are on
Thursday evenings, at 6 pm. Come 10 min early for fellowship and prayer. Plan on 60 to at most 90 minutes of a
fun-filled gathering.

Reminder
Our newsletter is always available to
view online at:
www.firstlutheranironriver.com

A Charles Dickens Christmas
Coming December 4th, a Charles Dickens Christmas. Pastor Carr will be presenting this series for our Advent services. We are looking
forward to this exciting
look into the Victorian
era of Christmas celebrations. Services will be
Wednesday nights, December 1st through 18th,
at 6:00 pm.

Bible study is
back! We meet
Monday mornings at 10:00 or
Monday nights
at 6:00. Consider coming to either or
both.

SOS, Service on
Saturday
4:30 PM
Don’t forget
about our Services
on Saturday. We are excited so
many have attended. It is a contemporary service, with communion, led by our Praise Band with
lots of songs. Come join us!

We need volunteers for Altar
Guild. Giving of your time is a
valuable donation to our church.
Please contact Lynn Karvala for
information.

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (WELCA) News
WELCA met on Monday, October 14th.
We began making plans for the Holiday
dinner on Sunday, December 8th. This
year we will have a traditional holiday dinner including beef/turkey/potatoes,salad
and dessert. We are also planning a small
gift exchange for those wishing to participate--details to follow.
Again this year we will be preparing cookie
packages for our homebound members
and those in care centers. If you would
like to participate, please bring a dozen
cookies to the dinner. Packages will be assembled following the dinner. A sigh-up
sheet for cookies will be in the Luther
Room.
During the month of December, WELCA
will have a basket in the Narthex to collect
items for the Mission Bible Training Center. A list of needed items will be posted
in future bulletins. Some basics include:
flour, sugar, non-perishable food items,
toilet paper, toothpaste.

Harvest & Haunt 2019
Harvest & Haunt was a very spooktacular success. First Lutheran participated with a
Caution Maze, a Pumpkin Toss and selling cookies for our Roof Fund. Even though
the temperatures were chilly, the park was packed with kids. Thank you for all of
your help...either by baking cookies, working at the booth or set up and take down.
~ The OutReach Team
Donna Ahlberg, Paul Lamour and
JoAnn Wedegartner

Pete Wedegartner, Jon Ahlberg,
Jill Poulos, and Morgan Labadie

Morgan Labadie

Keeper of our Caution Tape Maze
Marion Masnova
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