
Reverend’s Reverie 

As I sit here writing this, I am having a cup of coffee at Organic Grounds in Iron Moun-
tain while I wait for my Jeep to be repaired… for the second time.  

Exactly one month ago, I was in Kentucky visiting over Christmas when suddenly, out-
side, I heard a loud crunch as my mother backed into my Jeep. It was still drivable, so we re-
turned to the UP and put it in the shop after we got back.  

Just this last week on Friday, I picked it up from the shop and as I started her up the 
check engine light, fill washer fluid, and change oil alerts were all going off.  I was picking it up 
after hours and there would be nothing I could do about it until the next week. Much dis-
mayed and rather angry, to be honest, I drove the Jeep home not knowing what the problem 
was.   

The next Monday, I took it to Grease Monkey Garage for an oil change. He checked the 
alerts from the computer and they turned out to be something trivial. He then poured wind-
shield washer fluid in to solve the next problem and as fast as he poured the fluid in, it poured 
out onto the floor from a leak. At this point, I was livid and was not sure exactly how I was go-
ing to proceed.   

The body shop who was supposed to fix my Jeep had broken something else in the pro-
cess. To make matters worse, they hadn’t even realized it. The body shop was very apologetic 
and agreed to fix everything for free and gave me a loaner to drive in the mean time. They 
were devastated to realize they had made such a mistake.  

In reality, how many times are we like that body shop. We endeavor to help someone 
with a problem and in the process, we wind up causing more problems or break something 
else in the process. Despite our best intentions, occasionally we create an additional problem 
in the process of trying to help. To make matters worse, like the body shop, we may not even 
know we have done any harm, especially if the one we were trying to help never tells us what 
happened in the long run. We simply cannot know what the long term effects of our actions 
will be even if our intentions were good, or what we thought were good anyway.  

That begs a particular question. If despite our best efforts we may wind up doing harm 
anyway, does that mean we should just mind our own business and not even try to help. God 
forbid!  As Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said, “not to speak is to speak; not to act is to act.” How-
ever, what it does mean is that we must always be aware that there may be unforeseen con-
sequences and we are not omniscient, like God. When someone needs help, Jesus charges us 
to do just that, help them. However, we must do so with humility and recognize that we may 
not have all the answers. The best we can hope for is that we have loved them as we would 
have them and God love us.  



     As I end my final year as president of your council, I want to thank everyone for their sup-

port, kind words of encouragement, prayers, patience and diligence. The First Lutheran 

Church in Iron River is not only a piece of important history in this community, but more im-

portantly, it is a place of hope and energy. It is a place where we come to enjoy the fellowship 

of others, receive the grace of our Lord and to worship Him. One thought I take away from 

serving as your council president is that this building we gather in is your home and my home. 

We built it as a place of respite and worship for generations. We sometimes call it the Lord’s 

house. But in fact it is ours. The Lord doesn’t need a house. We do. We need a place to break 

away from our daily lives, meet friends, old and new, and find peace in knowing that the Lord 

is with us when we do. We need a place where we can seek solace and comfort. We need a 

place where judgement is left outside and only acceptance and love reside. 

Curt 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

  Income Actual Expenses Actual Variance 

December $12,668 $11,035 $1,633 

Stewardship 

Let’s talk about money.  It is one of the most written about topics in the bible.  Regardless of 

your station in life, there never seems to be enough time or money. Yet, at the end of our 

journey on this earth no one asks for more money, but often they would like to have had 

more time.  A Harvard study from several years ago tried to quantify the old adage that mon-

ey does not bring happiness.  What they found was that there was a threshold amount of 

money where it was difficult to truly be happy because every day was spent trying to survive.  

But beyond that threshold, happiness was not a function of money, but rather happiness was 

a function of what the money was used for.  Bigger houses, expensive cars, lavish vacations, 

large bank accounts did not yield an increase in the happiness index.  The primary driver of 

happiness was the time spent sharing your wealth with others.  Whether it is by sharing a 

meal or work load, time shared with people you care about brings joy.  You don’t need to 

make a Harvard study to show that.  The fact is biblical.  Christ said, “Where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there will I be also.”  Find joy in sharing yourself and your wealth. 



February 2  Mike Dedo 

February 5  Brenda Markkola 

February 6  Jackson Secord 

February 9  Ardis Gagne 

February 9  Elizabeth Kemppainen 

February 16  Sandy Carlson 

February 18  Kyla Busakowski 

February 19  Jon Ahlberg 

February 19  Tracey Nelson 

February 20  Alisa Porier 

February 20  Sabrina Kemppainen 

February 26   Marla Busakowski 

February 27  Kole Pollock 

February 28  Adeline Johnson 

February 1 Bruce and Ruth Nelson 

The family of Jerry Shamion 

Lisa Starkey on the death of her Father. 

The family of Alan Ott, JoAnn 
Wedegartner's brother. 
 

The family of Karen Segreti,  
Debbie Bloom’s sister. 
 

The family of Mark Nylund. 



Volunteers Needed for Supper At His House 

Supper At His House is a weekly “soup 

kitchen” meal program that offers a free 

meal most Tuesdays at 5 pm at First Presby-

terian Church, 525 W.Adams St in Iron River. 

This worthwhile program enhances life in 

our community by freely sharing food and 

fellowship. Like yeast in bread, we rise by 

serving others.   

Volunteer teams of 4-6 people are needed 

to plan, purchase, prepare, cook, and serve 

a meal of choice for 40 people. The kitchen 

is fully state-licensed, and food must be 

prepared on site due to health code regula-

tions, with the exception of baked goods 

which can be made at home.  [Go figure!] 

There are 4 volunteer onsite coordinators 

who rotate on Tuesdays to ensure that 

someone is always present to help your 

team navigate the kitchen. The program can 

reimburse for up to $75 in food receipts. If 

you would like to get involved, we would 

love to work with you. I am hopeful that 

some of our members can pull together a 

team or two to get involved. I’ve been an 

onsite coordinator for several years now 

and it’s a fun service program.  

We currently need teams to sign up in Feb-

ruary and March. To schedule a week for 

your team, please contact me, Donna Ahl-

berg, at home [265-9333] and I can set you 

up on the S@HH schedule. 

Donna Ahlberg 

Supper At His House NMU vs MTU Hockey 

Tickets are in the office for our trip to 

Marquette to see the NMU vs MTU 

hockey game.   $16  to  Jill or Curt.  

There are a few tickets left on the NMU 

web site if you would like to join us.    

Time:  2:00 @ First to car pool to MQT 

             4:00 Dinner at Red Lobster 

 Game Time:  6:00 CST 7:00 MQT time 

Valentine Card Making Party 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall to 

make a Valentine for your special  some-

one.  Sharon Campbell and Victoria Pou-

los will lead us through the steps.   

Date:  February 10 

Time:  3:30 

Please RSVP on the sign up sheet in the 

Luther Room. 



The family of Mavis Goodman gifted us 
with the ability to purchase  new  
Altar linens.  Pastor Carr blessed these 
linens on Sunday-January 19.    
 

And Now For the Rest of a Story or Two:  
Sharing Our Wealth Around the World 

Last Fall, First participated as a drop-off site 
for the community shoe collection drive.  
First members filled the shopping cart in the 
narthex with 3 generous loads of new and 
gently used shoes which were turned over 
to coordinator Sue Fritz who spearheads the 
Locker Lunch program at West Iron County 
Schools.  Assisted by student volunteers 
from WIC High School, 2500 pairs of shoes 
from our local and surrounding communi-
ties were shipped off to Orlando Florida for 
eventual re-distribution in developing coun-
tries.  Locker Lunches will receive funds 
from the collecting agency, Funds2Orgs.  
These funds will be used locally in Iron River 
to purchase food for backpacks that go 
home with children on weekends to ensure 
they have food to eat.      

One of our youth members, Kylee Pollock, 
participated in a community Vacation Bible 
School project last June.  Kylee and the oth-
er 6th graders cut out the patterns to create 
sun dresses from white linen tablecloths 
that had been donated to our group.   She 
added some colorful pockets to go with it.  
Women from the Mission Bible Training 
Center stitched the garments together to 
create beautiful girl’s dresses.  Kylee was 
able to fill shoeboxes with personal care 
items, in addition to the sundresses, for 
shipment around the globe through Samari-
tan’s Purse.  We were since able to learn 
that Kylee’s two boxes were shipped in early 
December to Peru in South America.  Thank 
you, Kylee, for your good work! 

Donna Ahlberg 

WELCA 

Men’s Group 

The Men’s group will be meeting 

February 6, 2020 at Mr. T’s.  Please 

join us for breakfast and Fellow-

ship.   



Your contributions do make a difference!  

The following totals are from  November 

2019.  Please continue using !Ƴŀπ

Ȋƻƴ{ƳƛƭŜ when you purchase anything 

on Amazon.  And, choosing First Luther-

an Iron River, MI as your charity.  Thank 

you! 

~Finance Committee 

$306.98  
Your current charity  

First Luǘheran Church 
has received  

Amazon 

Movie Night  

Please join us in the Luther Room  

for Movie Night.   Popcorn provided, 

but bring your own drink.   We have 

added three more “soft” chairs to 

our viewing area   

Date:  February 18th 

Time:  6:00 

Movie:  The Shack 

Our Praise Band at the 
SOS, Contemporary Ser-
vice on Saturday nights.   
Greg Garavet, Jeff Dohl, 
Pastor Carr, and Curt  
Poulos.   

Andy Hill 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
              

4:30  

 SOS 

Service 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
  

9:00 Coffee/

Fellowship 

10:00 Service, 

Rev. Doug 

Johnson 

  

10:00 Bible 

Study 

 

9:00 Quilters 

12:00  

Worship and 

Music 

6:00 Pub  

Theology @ 

Kermit's 

  

 

 

3:00ï 4:30 

CREW 

 

  

8:00 Menôs 

Group, Mr. 

Tôs 

 

 

 

6:00   

Ensemble 

    

 

 

4:30   

SOS 

Service 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
  

9:00 Coffee/

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

10:00 Bible 

Study 

11:00 

WELCA 

3:30  

Valentine 

Card Making 

Party 

  

9:00 Quilters 

10:00 Finance 

 

6:00 Council 

  

 

3:00ï 4:30 

CREW 

4:30  

OutReach 

  

 

 

 

6:00   

Ensemble 

  

Happy 

Valentineôs  

Day 

  

 

4:30   

SOS 

Service 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 9:00 Coffee/

Fellowship 

10:00 Service, 

noisy offer-

ing 

  

10:00 Bible 

Study 

  

9:00 Quilters 

 

6:00 Movie 

Night 

  

 

 

3:00ï 4:30 

CREW 

  

 

 

6:00   

Ensemble 

    

4:30   

SOS 

Service 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
  

9:00 Coffee/

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

  

10:00 Bible 

Study 

  

9:00 Quilters 

  

 

 

3:00ï 4:30 

CREW 

  

 

 

6:00   

Ensemble 

  

2:00 to MQT 

for NMU Vs 

MTU Hockey 

Game 

  

 

4:30   

SOS 

Service 
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