
Happy 130th Anniversary 
     On March 24, 1890, 150 Swedish immigrants met to form the Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Iron River, MI.   In 1891, the first church was built on the southwest corner of  

Adams and Seventh Avenue.  With many hours of 

hard working volunteers, the final cost was 

$1,500.  By 1914, Zion Evangelical Lutheran had 

outgrown the church building and purchased 

“three parcels at the corner of East Genesee and 

Crystal Falls Road, prominent in overlooking the  

valley”.  Due to lack of funds, it wasn’t until 1921 

that our basement was built.  In 1922, the altar,  

the pulpit, and the organ were moved into this basement.   For six years, worship services 

were held in this basement as we actively raised money for the new church. It was during this 

time, the name was changed to First Lutheran.   On May 6, 1926, the cornerstone for our pre-

sent church was laid and on December 12, 1926, the dedication service for our church was 

held.  Total cost for this new church was $53, 000. 

Charter members were:   

Carl J Anderson   Carl Eklund and family  Erik Lofberg and son 

Axel Aronson  Andrew Erickson    Olaf Munson and family ** 

Peter Aronson  August Johnson   Ole Nelson and family 

O.E.Asplund *  Frank Johnson and family  Gustav Nelson 

W. Asplund    Peter Johnson   Mrs. Christina Ruus 

Oscar Berg   Edward Kronberg and wife Sivert Solberg 

Andrew Carlson  Peter Lindberg and wife  Olaf Soderquist and family 

Sigvard Dahl and family Aldo Lindquist and family  Edward Tranberg 

Relatives of charter members:   *Bob Busakowski, **Tom Karvala.   



Reverend’s Reverie 

On February 16th I preached on how our lives are a continuation of the Biblical story in a 

sermon titled, The Story Goes On.... After the service, I was sitting at home reflecting on the ser-

vice and sermon, and as I was doing so, an image from my vacation in Kentucky after Christmas 

crossed my mind. 

I think it was the second or third day we were there and a variety of family members were 

there with us.  As I looked around the room, we were all there together, but we were not part of 

each other's stories at that moment.  We were all there in the same room, but it was like all the 

people gathered were merely remnants of a previous chapter; characters that happened to 

cross paths but did not react to one another.  My mother was browsing Facebook on her com-

puter, and every other person was engrossed on their cellphones playing this game or that, or 

chatting with other people that were not there while all but ignoring those with whom they 

shared the same room.  In that moment, I remember feeling very alone and somewhat sad-

dened.  How did I alleviate it?  I picked up my cellphone and started doing the same thing.  Then, 

as if we all realized at the same moment that we were only going to be together for a little 

while, we suddenly came back together and started talking, laughing, and playing games.  A 

deck of cards came out and played cards together and talked for hours.  That was when the time 

together became really special and dare I say, sacred. 

We walk through this world, in our homes and in our communities, and we will, in reality 

only be together for but a little while, and we are quite often so engrossed in our own situation 

or the digital world of modern technology in which we often hide, that we completely ignore or 

do not even notice the people with whom we share the same space.  Quite often we feel alone 

and somewhat sad, and wonder why because apparently Facebook says that we have hundreds 

of friends perhaps.  Those digital relationships will never replace the innate human need for 

companionship ship.  A chat window can never replace the sense of connectedness that we get 

while sharing a one-on-one conversation with all the smiles, frowns, tears, gestures, laughs, and 

other ways we communicate face-to-face.  An emoji will never be able to replace the warmth of 

a hug or a hand on the shoulder that says, “you are not alone.” 

Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying that digital connections with other people are bad or 

evil.  However, I do want to issue something of a challenge this month.  As we “March” through 

this season of Lent (pun intended) toward the cross, pay attention to those around you.  We all 

have, at our core, the same fears, joys, and sense of loneliness in a world where people continue 

to feel less and less like they are part of each other’s stories.  My challenge to you, is to break 

that cycle.  We are called to love our neighbor, but you cannot love your neighbor if you are not 

part of the same story.   

In Christ, 

Rev. R. A. Carr 



  Income Actual Expenses Actual Variance 

January $7,171 $10,202 ($3,031) * 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Church Council 

Tuesday evening, February 12th your Church Council met for its monthly meeting. As this 
was the first regular business meeting for the council after the church’s annual meeting, it 
was a reorganizational meeting. 
New officers where elected and are as follows; Gale Holm, President, Ken Maki, Vice Presi-
dent, Karen Kallio, Secretary and Curt Poulos, Treasure. The rest of the council is made up as 
follows; Pastor, Jon (Duff) Ahlberg, Debbie Quarford, Morgan Labadie, Pete Wedegartner, 
Tom Karvala and Tracy Nelson. 
These are your elected leaders, do not hesitate to contact them with any comments, sugges-
tions or questions. 
Dale Holm was appointed the Accounts Payable Clerk for the next year and Sandy Wolf was 
appointed Financial Secretary for the next year. 
Curt Poulos has served as Council President for the last two years and termed out as Presi-
dent per our constitution. We would like to thank Curt for his devotion, insights and leader-
ship. 
The council discussed the need for a new roof for the church sanctuary and will be posting 
advertising in local papers for bids for the project. This will be a major project and we have 
discussed various ideas as to the funding. We will keep you all informed as we move for-
ward.  
Our trust is in the Lord, 
Gale 

Stewardship 

Here we are again asking for money for another project.  Does it ever end?   

I hope not.  When we stop repairing, we start dying.  Our homes and our own bodies are no 

different.  We have all had to take on personal projects at our homes to keep up with the 

wear and tear of daily living.  Similarly, our bodies have seen their share of aches and pains 

requiring either personal or professional help to get us back into “working” condition.  Your 

church needs daily fixes too.  From floor sweepings to roof repair, this building needs your 

attention to maintain its position as an iconic and spiritual place in Iron River.  Ironically, we 

come here for spiritual repair, as people have for generations.  Here we find hope and spiritu-

al comfort to face our life challenges.  As the song says, “built on a rock the church doth 

stand”.  Christ is the rock upon which our church is built and you are its foundation.  Please 

consider supporting your roof project in any way you can.  You will be hearing more about 

this as the weeks go on. 

God bless ,                                                          *January had very low attendance.   

Curt, Treasurer                                                    Please consider making a catch up offering 



March 1  Meegan Carr 

March 2   Naomi Barry 

March 4  Arya Carr 

March 7   Alice Strom 

March 14  Lynn Peterson 

March 15   Nevin Porier 

March 16  Jason Marcell 

March 17  Kay Barry 

March 18  Braydon Nelson 

March 20  Audrey Ridolphi 

March 21  Holly Rybicki 

March 21  Jane Holm 

March 21  Helyne Burns 

March 21  Phyllis Ponozzo 

March 21  Clarice Arnell 

March 26  Mae Alice Lambert 

March 30  Robert Peterson 

March 30  Jill Poulos 

 

February 6, 2020  Deloris Book 

March 3 Ralph and Barbara Salonen 

March 4 Vicki and David Medovich 

There are still over 50 members who I 

have  no birthday or anniversary  dates 

in our records.  If I have missed you, 

please call the office so we can update 

our database.  Thank you! 

906-265-9518 



WELCA will be helping our youth 

on this service project during Lent. 

The  collected items are for Luther-

an World Relief Baby Care Kits.   

These should be NEW.  Items need-

ed for Baby Care Kits:  

 2 lightweight cotton t-shirts (no 

Onesies)  

 2 long– or short-sleeved gowns 

or sleepers (without feet)  

 2 receiving blankets, medium-

weight cotton or flannel, or cro-

cheted or knitted with light-

weight yarn,  between 36” and 

52” square  

 4 cloth diapers, flat fold pre-

ferred  

  1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt 

with a hood, or include a baby 

cap  

 2 pairs of socks   

 1 hand towel, dark color recom-

mended  

 2 or 3 bath-size bars of gentle 

soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any 

brand, in original wrapping (no 

mini or hotel size bars) 

  2 diaper pins or large safety pins  

Youth 2020 Marked Event 

Once again, the Synod Youth Committee is 

encouraging confirmation age youth to 

attend one of these Marked Events offered 

in our Synod.  It's a chance to meet new 

friends, participate in a service project, sing, 

play games, worship and eat.  Mark your 

calendars and encourage your confirmation 

age youth and leaders to join us.. 

Attend any event that will work best for 

you!  Please join us…  
 

Sunday, March 22 at Messiah Lutheran, 

Marquette, 4-7 pm ET  

Sunday, April 19 at Our Redeemer Lu-

theran, Newberry, 4-7 pm ET  

Sunday, April 26 at First Lutheran, Iron 

River, 4-7 pm CT   

Please help our youth by donating any 

of the items on the list.   They can be 

placed in the Narthex, in the shopping 

cart.   Thank you! 



New Council Members 

President:  Gale Holm 
Vice President:  Ken Maki 
Secretary:  Karen Kallio 
Treasurer:  Curt Poulos 
Peter Wedegartner 
Debbie Quarford 
Tom Karvala 
Morgan Labadie 
Jon Ahlberg 
Tracey Nelson 
 

If you have a problem, a suggestion, or 

you do not like something, bring it to one 

of the council members.  All suggestions 

and concerns are welcome! 

WELCA   

Meeting notes – February 10, 2020 

For a Lenten Project this year, WELCA  will help 
the “Marked Event” by collecting items need-
ed for baby bundles.  The basket will be in the 
Narthex during Lent and a list of items needed 
will be attached. 
 
We were able to purchase a new microwave, 
set of pans and cookie sheets for the kitchen. 
 
We began prepping the schedule for soup sup-
pers during Lent.  When it is completed, it will 
be posted on the bulletin board outside the 
office. First soup supper is March 4th at 
5:00pm 
 
Sheila mentioned that the Holm’s family would 
be putting on the Easter breakfast again this 
year.   
 
Next meeting is March 9th at 11:00am in the 
Luther Room.  

Spring forward 

Don’t forget!   On March 7,  before you go 

to bed, turn your clocks forward one hour.  

Coffee and fellowship start at 9:00 am. 

 



Senior Days 
March 9, 2020 
10:00—2:00 

The program for FLLC's Senior Day is enti-
tled "The Wonderful World of Beekeep-
ing."  Bernie Driggs, a veteran beekeeper, 
will focus on the history and value of the 
honey bee, look at a year in the life of a 
beekeeper, and discuss harvesting bees-
wax "from the hive to the candle."   

Paint & Sip 

Do you like to paint?  Come join 

us for an afternoon of painting.  

Men, women or children are wel-

come.   We will be painting the 

picture you see below.   NO TAL-

ENT NECESSARY.  We will be 

taught, step by step, on how to 

accomplish this.   

Time:  3:30 

Date:  Monday, March 16, 2020 

Cost:  $35 for a 8X10 canvas and 

paints 

RSVP:   March 9th text or call to 

Morgan (906-367-9098) or Jill 

(217-855-4956)  
2020 will mark the 90th Anniversary of 

Fortune Lake Camp.  Please join us Sat-

urday, August 8th, as we celebrate 90 

years of outdoor ministry.  The day will 

feature an original musical titled One 

Wonderful Day, written by FLLC alumni.  

A buffet dinner will take place following 

the musical at Fortune Lake.  You can 

purchase tickets for both of these events 

by calling 906-214-2267 

One Wonderful Day 

August 8, 2020 

Crystal Theatre 



Movie Night 

March 17, 2020 

6:00  PM 

Movie:   The Passion of the Christ 

Popcorn provided, please bring your 

own drink. 

A special thank you to Sharon Campbell 
and Victoria Poulos for showing us how to 
make Valentine Cards.   It was a super ex-
citing afternoon!   Who knew the artistic 
talent we have in this church. 

Thank You! 

2020 Synod Assembly 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for 
Synod Assembly May 14-16, 2020 at Gloria 
Dei, Hancock and Finlandia University!   
Registration is now live on the Synod web-
site.  We're looking forward to seeing you 
this May in Hancock! 

First Lutheran is still looking for a male and a 
female to represent us at the Assembly.  If 
you would like to attend, please see Pastor 
Carr. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  

9:00 Coffee / 

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

  

9:00 Quilters 

 

 

6:00 Pub Theology 

  

 

3:10-4:30 CREW 

5:00 Soup Supper 

6:00 Advent Service 

  

 

 

6:00 Ensemble 

4:30 OutReach 

    

 

4:30 SOS 

Contemporary 

Service 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 2:00 AM 

 

 

9:00 Coffee / 

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

 10:00 Bible Study 

11:00 WELCA 

1:00 Finance 

6:00 Council 

  

9:00 Quilters 

  

 

3:10-4:30 CREW 

5:00 Soup Supper 

6:00 Advent Service 

  

 

 

6:00 Ensemble 

    

 

4:30 SOS 

Contemporary 

Service 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

  

9:00 Coffee / 

Fellowship 

10:00 Service, Noisy 

Offering to benefit 

the roofing fund 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

 

3:30 Paint & Sip 

painting party 

  

9:00 Quilters 

6:00 Movie Night, 

The Passion of the 

Christ 

  

 

3:10-4:30 CREW 

5:00 Soup Supper 

6:00 Advent Service 

  

 

 

6:00 Ensemble 

    

 

4:30 SOS 

Contemporary 

Service 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

  

9:00 Coffee / 

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

  

9:00 Quilters 

  

 

3:10-4:30 CREW 

5:00 Soup Supper 

6:00 Advent Service 

  

 

 

6:00 Ensemble 

    

 

4:30 SOS 

Contemporary 

Service 

29 30 31         

  

9:00 Coffee / 

Fellowship 

10:00 Service 

  

10:00 Bible Study 

  

9:00 Quilters 

        



  

 Come Join us!     

PastorCarr@FirstLutheranIronRiver.com         Secretary@FirstLutheranIronRiver.com 

Office hours: Tuesday and Friday,  8-11                                             Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,  8-11 

   Cell phone: (906) 284-9844                   Church Office: Phone (906) 265-9518   

  

                     Broadcast WIKB 99.1 FM                        

                                Webcast: www.WIKB.com 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

235 E GENESEE STREET 

IRON RIVER   MI     49935 

 


